
Avalon School Council Meeting  Minutes 
October 16, 2017 
 
Principal report: 

 staffing allocation has remained unchanged; some junior classes have reminded large 

 updated emergency procedures are in place 

 PD Day on Oct. 6; board mandated focus was numeracy and student well-being; in math 
we addressed multiple entry points, problem solving, rich and engaging activities - led by 
Jessica Wilson and Alicia Karn; D2L (Desire to Learn) presentation by Marci Sinclair 
(autism consultant) on resources available to support students with learning needs; looked 
over EQAO data and discussed areas of strengths and struggles, how do we bump the 
children up a level?, does the higher percentage of Regular English program students 
affect our scores?, Admin will attend a workshop on Wednesday to review this data further 

 SLP will be developed in the coming months in using EQAO data and other sources 

 school fee letter will be sent home this week, trying a new system of sending it home in 
October rather than bombarding parents in September 

 
Vice-principal report: 

 three fire drills are complete, one lockdown practice done 

 some tweaks to the duty schedules to ensure better visibility 

 WITS helpers have been introduced 

 Oct. 1 was the deadline for the empty seats, they have been filled through OSTA, 
applications will continue to be assessed by OSTA 

 
Question about the secure school today. Everyone is fine. Parents all heard different versions of what 
happened. :) 
 
Teacher’s report: 

 discussed WITS helpers and their roles 

 talked about current clubs (run club, primary art club, green team, WE/WITS team) and 
sports (cross country, soccer) 

 mentioned that we are already starting to work on progress reports 

 
Character Committee: (Juliet) 

 divided the traits into ten months 

 this month will be respect and responsibility 

 we have our first assembly this Thursday to introduce the traits, the WITS helpers,  

 she has a large group of teachers helping with this initiative and considering ideas for 
promoting the traits 

 she is open to feedback from the parent community 

 question re: what the traits are; found on the back of the agendas 

 
Fundraisers: 



 Boston Pizza night had about 20 families, unsure at this point how much we earned, will 
book another one in February, families can add receipts at any point during the year but 
write Avalon at the back 

 Lunch Lady is ongoing, doesn’t make much money but requires little effort 

 Mabel’s Labels, there are some reminders to go home 

 Movie Night was a big success, it was a big turnout, sound was good, most of the snacks 
left, we made about $175, book another one in January before the PD Day (Jan. 25) 

 Walkathon will be tabled to the Spring 

 PRO Grant was approved, Ann Douglas (“Parenting Through the Storm”) will be coming to 
present in April/May, will coordinate the presentation with Summerside 

 
Communication 

 school website is being updated, admin is in charge of maintaining it, it will be moved to a 
new platform soon, currently challenging to update 

 council’s Facebook page is being updated semi-regularly  

 
Treasurer report: 

 current balance is $5929.45 

 concern that pizza orders are down significantly from last year; Katie is concerned that we 
won’t have a lot of money to contribute back to the school; question re: making the orders 
monthly rather than every four months (issue raised that we are a school with few parent 
volunteers able to come in); used to sell pizza the day of, but that requires volunteers 

 Martina mentioned that the board is bringing in an online payment system that should be 
launched in February, although she is unsure if school councils will have access to the 
system 

 other possible fundraisers? 

 
Parent Volunteers: 

 question re: having parents in charge of communicating with other parents in the classroom 
who can keep others in the loop 

 how can we engage parents? how can we increase engagement? 

 How can create a sense of responsibility among the community? 

 Martina said that in a previous school they sent home a list of ways parents can volunteer 
in September and they return the form with their email 

 
School defibrillators: 

 Martina had previously requested one as our school is used frequently on the evenings and 
weekends. 

 The online petition started as a result of the death of a young boy at Orleans Wood. 

 This issue is on the radar at the central level. 

 
We also raise money for the school through popcorn and milk as well. 
 
Question about winter concert? Martina said she wasn’t sure if the concert would happen as we haven’t started 
choir and there’s no band this year. 



 
Question about providing another day of food other than pizza? Pita Pit is interested in possibly catering 
another day. A representative may come to the November meeting with samples and information. 
 

 


